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ROD VERVEST - PERTH INTERNATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.56 pm]:  On behalf of the many people of 
Albany and the region who attended the 2007 University of Western Australia Perth International Arts Festival, I 
thank the great southern coordinator, Rod Vervest, for making sure the event was an overwhelming success.  
PIAF’s investment in programming for the great southern is continuing to make a fantastic contribution to the 
local arts community and the development of cultural tourism.  Both the tourism and arts sectors in the great 
southern are incredibly diverse; they are also employers, producers of goods and services, and providers of major 
attractions for the region. 

Attendance at great southern events by people from outside the region has been increasing at a steady rate over 
the past two years.  Local residents have enjoyed all the social and cultural benefits of PIAF.  Events such as this 
also help to raise the profile of the region, acting as a catalyst for further investment and showcasing Albany and 
the great southern as a great place to live.  Once again, Rod brought the world to our region this year with a 
magnificent program that gave us a feast of live music, theatre, art, food, comedy, film, literature and thoughtful 
discussion.  Rod has always made sure that great southern audiences enjoy the widest possible range of high 
quality experiences, and the program for 2007 was no exception, with a full house at many of the events.  He 
even managed to secure the WA premiere of two award-winning shows, the opera Keating and the comedy trio 
The Kransky Sisters. 

I also thank Bruce Manning and Stevie Cole from the Great Southern Development Commission for their 
commitment to funding and working in partnership with UWA PIAF since the first great southern program was 
launched in 2003.  The amount of effort and organisation that goes into producing this event is testament to the 
skills and commitment of Rod Vervest.  Albany is indeed fortunate to have someone of his talent working for the 
benefit of the arts community throughout the great southern. 
 


